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AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 

Please replace the present title with the following amended title: 
On page 1, before line 3, please add the following: 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
1. Technical Field 



On page 1, before line 10, please add the following: 

2. Description of the Related Art 



On page 3, before line 16, please add the following: 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 



On page 15, before line 5, please add the following: 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 



On page 15, before line 5, please add the following: 

Fig. 1 graphically illustrates functions k' [N/(N+S)] and g' [N/(N+S)] used in echo and 
noise reduction. 

Fig. 2 is illustrates a functional overview of echo correction consistent with the present 
invention. 

Fig. 3 illustrates a functional overview of echo and noise correction consistent with the 
present invention. 
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On page 15, before line 8, please add the following: 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE, NON-LIMITING EMBODIMENTS 
OF THE INVENTION 

On page 15, please replace the second full paragraph with the following amended 
paragraph: 

Th e figur e Fig. 2 shows an actual embodiment consistent with the invention. A 
measuring and/or estimating section 2 continuously measures the power value of a noise level N 
in a currently used telecommunications channel 1. The echo canceller 5 sets continuously and 
automatically a degree of reduction of the echo signals measured on echo detector 3 as 
represented by function d. The reduction of the echo signals is in dependence on the noise level 
N of the telecommunications channel L The dependence is based on a predefined function hCN) 
in function section 4. Fig. 3 shows an embodiment of the invention where the noise reduction 
and the echo reduction are controlled separately by function d in function section 5 and function 
g in function section 6, respectively. Fig. 1 illustrates an example for the function k' [N/(N-i-S)] 
an d an example for the function g'[N/(N+SYI. Examples of noise and echo dampening using 
these functions are given below. 
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Please delete the present Abstract of the Disclosure. 
Please add the following new Abstract of the Disclosure: 

A method for reducing echo signals in telecommunications systems for the transmission 
of wanted acoustic signals, particularly human speech, in which the presence of echo signals is 
detected and/or predicted and the detected and/or predicted echo signals are subsequently 
suppressed or reduced,, is charact e riz e d in that the The p ower value of the noise level N in the 
currently used telecommunications channel is continuously measured and/or estimated, and feat 
the degree of reduction of the echo signals to be currently effected is set continuously and 
automatically, in dependence on the current noise level N, according to a predefined function 
h(N). R e duction of th e e cho signals can b e th e r e by e ff e ct e d, inexp e nsiv e ly and with simpl e st 
m e ans, so as to produc e an ov e rall acoustic perc e ption of th e transmitt e d tel e communications 
signal which sounds as comfortabl e as possibl e to th e human e ar, avoiding th e disadvantag e , 
compar e d with th e prior art, that in th e cas e of r e lativ e ly loud, cl e arly audibl e nois e and 
simultaneously larg e r e duction of e cho into th e background nois e du e to th e e cho suppr e ssion, 
th e occurr e nc e of transi e nt e cho p e aks caus e s "hol e s" to b e "punch e d" into th e oth e rwise uniform 
background noise, r e sulting in what is p e rc e iv e d, in th e cas e of th e known m e thods, as a 
disagr ee abl e modulation of th e transmitt e d t e l e communications signal in th e sp ee ch paus e s. 
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